The lepromin test in rhesus monkeys.
The lepromin test was studied in rhesus monkeys. Six control monkeys which had not been inoculated with Mycobacterium leprae, six monkeys with experimentally induced leprosy, and nine monkeys which had been inoculated with M. leprae but had not developed leprosy were evaluated with 1X, 10X, and 15X lepromin A, with 1X and 10X lepromin M (mangabey monkey derived), with 1X and 25X purified inactivated M. leprae, and with an armadillo mock lepromin. We found that the lepromin test is useful in rhesus monkeys, but that a higher concentration of antigen than is used in humans is required to induce a response in monkeys. Control monkeys appear to be lepromin negative. Animals which have been inoculated and which develop lepromatous leprosy are also negative. Monkeys which are experimentally inoculated with M. leprae and do not develop leprosy become lepromin positive. Monkeys with indeterminate leprosy have reactions intermediate between lepromatous and resistant animals. No monkeys reacted to armadillo tissue. Our results indicate that 10X lepromin A is a useful preparation for the lepromin testing of rhesus monkeys.